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Kafka and MeClelland
met at an art show when
their bonths were side by
ssile. Earlier this week, Me-

a [aux p,|-i|'||;|;'1' she would Clelland said shes visited

pive & wioden column Che
appearance of being mar-
hle or transform a plain
I|||'-||n1.'||.'t' 1o resemble ma-
hogamy;

As the economy tanked
1_I|J|:|.|'|p| thie pidl pEoERL M-
cession and demand for
her work was impacted,
Moelland retumed 10
v 10 study graphic de-

B

Theen, heer b ook anoth-
er major turm. In 2010, she
rearmied and moved to East
Tennessee. Her new hus.
hand helped her baild an
art stuidio - In Color Sudio.
She deseribes the stdio
as " haven to bring all of
these experiences info ong
space... A place where | can
create with abandon... an
Atedier where 1 can create
On Fy BT,

For her personal artistic
prsuits, McoClelland tried
her hand at landscapes,
but she wanted 1o pursue
something different. She
turmed to rocks and gems,
which. she sald. offer "an
crdless supply of inspira-
tio.”

McClefland  ofien finds
interesting rocks or secks
oul specimens at gem and
mineral shows. Once she
gets a reck or gem into her
studin, the anist studies it
under a magnifying glass
i see ifs kayers and decide
how to approach recreat-
ing it in & painting.

She uses encaustics and
variopus mived media to
crepte the depths, layers
and jewel-like colors of
gems and semi-precious
SLONAES,

Bepe Kafka, the owner of
Al on 16 Contempomry
Gallery in Marlon, said,
“Her unique compositions
suggest the mysterious
flowing, forces of the earth
itsell.”

weeveral of Arnon 16 exhib-
in opeenkngs and she's fat-
tered 1o have been inndted
i irxhibin thiene.

The exhilit, which will
hang until Oct. 31, is he-
Clellands  bargest qiilo
show, featuring M pieces,
The gallery will celebrate
the exhibdn, The Art of Ge-
ology, with an opening
rr*-n'pl'inn I|l|1|.;r.:|'|! [Chet. B
from 7-9 pam. The recep-
T is oipeT i the public,

McClelland's work  has
been shown at many ven-
ues, She has also been
commissioned vo do pleces
[D[dl,‘-_-ii:.:_ﬂl:‘r:uil'l H:iHh.I'IIUI.I.
M.C. Sea Grove Hesch,
Fla., and Berkedey, Calif,
Her work was selected by
jury for the jonesborough
Dpen Juried An Exhibition
2017 and 2018 She was
also chosen by jury for The

Show for 2007 and 20018
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Susan Connelly McCleliand is opening her argest solo show fo date in

Mirrsewa, Vir,

Marbon, Tithed The Art of Geology, the artist has chosen 34 pheces to be
Jourmevs of Women Ari | part of the exhibit. Above is one example of her art.

-Show digs into art of geology
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Susman Connelly McClelland
often comes home heavier than
whien she left, The weight gain
doesnt oome froon the wswal
ways, though, It's from a pocket
full &f pocks

longtime artist
Her fascination with stones
began when she was a child,
growing up in Morganton, N.C.
MeClelland lived near woods
through which (kowed a creek
Her amistic alents were already
She painted with ber-
ries and Ioved 1o dig up Jay and
starch for rocks She betieves

Smyth County’s Special Games were
celebrated this week. See A3.
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geology in college. "My love is
with the moks and mineraie”
she meflected, bt MceClelland
knew that she was hardwired
to work in an arts field, not sci-
ence. And so, she opted 1o earn
i Bachelors of Fine Ans degree.
In 1985, MeClelland landed
i Morh Caroling's furnibone
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For e

worked a5 a painter for
businesses and individuals, As

See ART, Page Ad



